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KING advised LEVISON that KING intended to 
depart from Chicago that date for Washington, D.C., irtiere 
he would deliver a speech on 7/28/67. (Disseminated by 
teletype dated 7/27/o7, captioned "MARTIN LOTHER KING, 
JR.") 

7/27/67 


LEVISON and KING conferred that date concerning 
a statement condemning rioting Issued by the leading Civil 
Rights leaders Jointly on 7/26/67 and allegedly signed by 
KING. KING denied seeing the statement or signing it since 
It contradicted his previous statements on the riots but could 
not repudiate the statement. LEVISON suggested that KING 
write a letter to the "New York Times" supposedly amplifying 
but really negating the statement. KING agreed and LEVISON 
stated he would write the letter. (Disseminated by alrtel 
and LHM dated 7/28/67, captioned "MARTIN LUTHER KINO, JR."). 

7/29/67 


LEVISON conferred with KING on that date and 
supplied to KING the text of a letter to "The New York Times" 
purportedly written by KING. 

This letter amplified KING'S position on the rioting 
and disagreed in essence with the statement Issued by the 
Civil Rights leaders condemning the rioting. (Disseminated 
by airtel and LHM dated 7/31/67, captioned "MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR,"). 

8/10/67 


LEVISON made arrangements that date to attend the 
SCLC convention in Atlanta, Georgia on 8/1^-17/67. (Dis- 
seminated by alrtel dated 0/IO/67, captioned "COMINFiL 
SCLC".) 
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6/13/67 


LEVISON, KING, WACHTEL, ANDREW YOUNG and WALTER 
PAUNTROY, Director of SCLC, Washington, D.C., were in 
conference that date concerning KIHG’b appearance on the 
"Meet The Press" on 8/13/ 6?. KING'S advisors supplied 

D X\^n\J KUU^U xawc Wil V*41^ yiAA4{^X CUli 

and the answers to these questions. (Disseminated by 
teletype dated 8A3/6?, captioned "CIRM".) 






I 


a telephone surTelllance (tesur) on the 
residence of Stanley David Levison, Apartnent 3-D, 585 West End 
Avenue, Hew York City. It was authorized 5/28/65 and installed 
6/15/65. There had been prior installations dating back to 1962. 


bit 



Examples of valuable intelligence derived through this 
tesur during the past 90 days are as follows: 


On 6/8/67, King was in contact with Levison concerning 
a statement supporting Israel signed by King which appeared in 
*^he Hew York Times.*' King was afraid the statement contradicted 
his policy of nonviolence. Levlson advised King to make future 
statements that would back the stand of the United Hations In 
this regard. Again on 6/12/67, King was in contact with Levlson 
concerning the Supreme Court decision affirming his 1963 conviction. 
Levlson advised King to audce a statement condemning the Supreme 
Court decision. 

It was determined on 7/10/67 that Levlson prepared 
a speech for King which King was to deliver to the national 
Conference for Hew Politics on 8/31/67 at Chicago, Illinois. 

The speech emphasized that he was not seeking a third party 
presidential nomination. Again on 8/13/67 King and Levlson 
conferred concerning King's appearance on **Heet the Press'* 
national televison program. At this tine, probable questions 
that King would face on the program were discussed. 
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Because of the extrese iaportance of Levlson-Kln? ti^rA^ 

"OLLTt 
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to the civil rights and peace Bovesents and the coamunist — 
influence therein, plus the demonstrated past value of this 
source, it is recosnended it be continued for another 90 daxs. 


It is noted that the Attorney General authorized 
continuation of this telephone surveillance for a period of 
three Months, effective 7/1/67. 
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UNITED STATES ^ i/ERNMENT 

Memorandum 



DIRECTOR, EBI (100-392452) 
SAC, NEW yCRK (IOO-IIII8O) 

stakle:^^.evisqn 

SM-C 

OoOrNew York) 




date: 11/2/67 




is made to NY alrtel and LHM dated 
captioned "MARTIN LUTHER KINO, Jr.; SM-C; COMMUNIST 
INFILTRATION OF THE SCLC" with Information copies for Chicago, 

advised IO/17/67, that on that date STANLEY b?L> 
I'EvISON maae a reservation with American Airlines on Plight 391 
leaving ^ Guard la Airport, NY, at 5:00 p.m. on 11^0/677 arriving 
Ch^ago 6:15 p.m. He also made a reservation for Plight 66 de- 
parting Chicago for NY, at 10:35 P.m., 11^2/67. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



/n Rfpty, Pln»e Rtfr te 

FifcN-. 100-3 9 ?^ 52 


Hew York, New York 
N o ve r;: be T 8 , If 9 


♦ 

^ TR70i9(ATic») oonAnqs"' 
KH^EIR IS Uirin^ASSIFI® ✓ 
StrFTT SH 3 WI 

OrHZKiflSE ‘ r. 


Be: Stenley Levison 

Internel SecuTity - C 


A confidentiEl soiirce , who hrs furnished relie ble 
Ln f orr.a t -for 1 r. th.P . r ^ ^ or, Koveuher 6. 1^67, that 


ssaspiiaMHaMaBBaaasaasisiBa^SSBSBSK/ -^he source" wc.& 
une tie to furnish infoririEtion concernTn^ the purpose of this 
trip. -or the mode of trensportation. 
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PIRSrrOR. FBI aOO-4387M) 
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SAC, CHICAGO (lOS-16238) \[P) 
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11/U/H7 


Apn -r*-- \ - - 

ComXFlL - 800THSRN CHRISTIAN - r.' 

LHADERSBIP CCHTERCiCH <8CIC) g;,rr r?) 

( 00 : ATLANTA) 


As lfe» Tort lotter to Director, 11/2/66, cc to U' 7 ^ 
AtlABto aod Cbicftgo, voder 8TAHI£1^^TlS0tf caption. 




Flight 321, HoToaber 10, 1967. He had no inlo] 
UrviSOK** addroae vhilo in Chicago. 


on 

tlott coBcamlng 
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lb 


indicate vhethar 

UrriSOSr had departed Chicago, ae scheduled, on Voveaber 12, 1967, 
via Flight 86, onlj that the epace reserred for bin on tbla 
flight bad boon fllAed. 

Chicago oources knoeledgeable regarding BCIC actiTitiea 
iocallF, as veil as other selected securltf and racial aotireea, 
sere alerted regarding urviBOi^, and none could fumlab any 
Infomatlon concerning bla or 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Pt£PORT(NG OFFfCE 

NEW YORK 


OFFiCtOF ORiGkN 

NEW YORK 


TITLE OF CASE 


STANLEY DAVIl/^VISOR 


A 




K 

1: i ^z ‘ *■ 
i Lixu 


INVESTIGATjVfE PERiOO 

i^/29/67 - 11/114-/6: 


REPORT MADE BY 



CHARACTER OF CASE 


Ki-U 


REFERENCE : New York report of SaI 


-fit ~ 




-jtLI.lN70mTlOH.,w*^- ^ . 

HJ3?EIS IS UNCLASSIFIEI^ X 

except where show* 

llWFVeT^ 

I 
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AlKiNiSTRATIVE: 


0 



Information concerning the contacts betwera STANI*EY 
LEVISON and MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. and activity by LEVISON 
on behalf of th© Southern Christian Leadership Conference is 
not included in this report because th© Bureau has advised 
that this information should be reported in the CIRM, Cominfil 
SCLC, and KING cases. ' — ^ 





INFORMANTS : 


Y- ^ 




Identity of Source 
NY T-1 


File No. Where Located 
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Ca»e ho 5 beenr Pending ov^r onfr yeor | ) Yes p~1 No; Pending prosecution over six months j ~j Yes No 


APf*ROVED 


COPIES MADE; 



SPCCIAU AGEP^ 
IN CHARGE 


3“ Bureau ( 10 ^*^^ 21452 ) (RM) 
S6G3?6t SQrvifcej NYC ( RM ) 
3- New York''U00-ilil80) 


bj_ 

Diftt«mInotlon Record of AttO£ 
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DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 



~SS, 



II NOV 30 1967 


Notoffons 
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LEAD 


NEW YORK 

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK . Will continue to follow and 
report the activities of STAInLEY LEVISON, 


- B - 



(COVER PAOE) 


Q 



(B*v. 5-2-66) 

r 
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1 . 

2 . 

S. 

4 . 

5. 

6 . 


m Subject's name is included in the Security Index. 

g The data appearing on the Security Index card are current. 

Changes on the Security Index card are necessary and Form FD*122 
has been submitted to the Bureau. 


CE A suitable photograph (J] is \ ] is not available/ y \ 

Dale photograph was taken (r ^ 

[ I Subject is employed in a key facility and is 

charged with secuiitv resi>on5ibilitv. Interested aEencies are 


I I This report is classified CONFIPEKHAL „ ,* because 

(state reason) it contains information from the 
sources used the unauthorized disclosure of 
which could be detrimental to the defense 
interests of the United States and result 
in the loss of sources of value. 


7. DD Subject previously interviewed (dates) 


Z/Zl/SO 


I I Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) of his 
close association with MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 
and because of the poss ibil i ty tha t such an 
interview might be used in an attempt to 
embarr a s s the Bureau, 


8 . 

9. 


I I This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria and a letter 
has been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation of the 
Security Index card. 

nC This case has been le-evaluated in the light of the Security Index 
criteria and it continues to fall within suc h criteria because 
(state reasonA 
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UNi H^D states department of Jli^^hCE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


in Reply* Pl«a 9 e R^er to 

FU,^„. Bu file (100-392452) 
DirectP (100-111180) 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C* 20220 

Dear Sir: 


W ASBINGTON, 20S3S 







Re: Stanley David Lev^ snn 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. Q Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status, 

2. Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 
than legal means. 

3- Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 
participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S* 

4* □ U. S, citizens or residents w^ho defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 
Chinese Communist blocs and return. 

CZ! Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 




(a) [ZJ Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior; 

(b) ZD Expressions of strong or violent anti-U- S. sentiment; 

\u/ [ I r riur wji^iuuiii(( arre^eto ur (juiiv vr ^uuuultv ui oi,oi.cuicui^9 

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 

6. ZD Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 

Photograph has been furnished ZD enclosed ZD I® not available 
I I may be available through 


Very truly yours, 



1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) ) 
U. S, Secret Service NYC (RM) 


Enclosure(s) 


(Upon remooal of clattified enclosure b 
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UNlfvD STATES DEPARTMENT 

‘^FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


conSEekt] 

NT crj^ 


EKTIAL 

iCE 


Copy to: 


Report of: 
Dots; 


1- Secret Service (RM) 


KOV 2 7 19G7 

100-111180 


F(«td Office FiU 

STANLEY DAVID LEVIS ON 




New York, New York 

Fil. «, 100-392452 


Oxifocttr: 


Synopftb: 


INTERNAL SECURITY -C 


STANLEY LEVISON continues to reside at 585 West 
End Avenue, New York City and he operates the Perk 
Management Co. at I 841 Broadway, New York City, Sources who 
are familiar with activities of the CP, USA in the New York 
City area have no information concerning him. 
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DETAII^: 





A) RESIDENCE 

STANLEY LEVISON continues to reside at 595 West 
End Avenue, New York, New York, 


NY T-1 

November 13# 1967 


B) EMPLOYMENT 



Thli document cantatns nslthar r*comm»ndotionB nor concluslonn of tho PBl« It i» th* property of tho FBI ond I* loanod to 
your agoncy; it ond Its eontonta or* not to b* dlatrlbutod outaldo your ogenoy. 
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#9. 

12/13/67 




On this date, STANLEY LEVISON discussed with MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR,, the possibility of getting together with a 
group of wealthy people. In connection with KING'S planned 
civil disobedience program. In order to get financial pledges 
from them. He suggested a two-day meeting with them to 
discuss the subject. 

This Information was sent to the Bureau via alrtel 
and LHM dated 12/15/6?, captioned, "COMINFIL SCLC; IS-C", 

1/10/68 


On this date, TUDJA CROWDER of the New York 
Coinnittee for a Sane Nuclear Policy was in contact with 
STANLEY LEVISON about the possibility of holding a rally 
in defense of Dr. BENJAMIN SPOCK and those Indicted with 
him Cot urging opposition to the military draft. She 
mentioned specifically a proposed date for such a rally to 
be held by the National Conference for New Politics (NCNP) 
and questioned whether MARTIN LUTHER KING would take part 
In such a rally. 

LEVISON was not certain if KING would attend. 

He suggested, rather than a rally, a statement signed by 
major leaders throughout the country defending SPOCK and 
his co-defendants. 

LEVISON later discussed with MARTIN LUTHER KING 
whether KING should appear on a platform with SPOCK If KING 
is asked to do so. LEVISON was against this unless KING 
was forced to do It because he felt it would again make 
KING and SPOCK the two leaders of the peace movement in the 
United States. LEVISON suggested to KINO his idea of a 
statement signed by leading personallth: in the country and 
KING said the Idea was a good one. 

This Information was forwarded to the Bureau by alrtJl 
and LHM dated 1/11/68, under the VIDEM file number and captioned, 
"Proposed Madison Square Garden Rally, New York City, 

February 5, 1968, In Defense of Dr. BENJAMIN SPOCK". 
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On this datCj STANLEY LEVISON was contacted by an 
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churchmen In London, specifically Canon COLLINS of St. Paul's 
Cathedral. He said he had been asked by ANDREW YOUNG, 

MARTIN LUTHER KING'S assistant In the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC), to talk to LEVISON. This 
individual discussed with LEVISON a proposed meeting to 
establish an Ad Hoc organization, which would launch a 
mass media campaign against the Vietnam war. He said sponsors 
would likely include people such as Archbishop RAMSEY of the 
Church of England, PIERRE MENDES-FRANGE, suid a Cardinal from 
Bologna , 


This person wanted MARTIN LUTHER KING to be a 
sponsor of this project and to come to London for a meeting 
to launch the campaign in late February, 1968. This person 
also noted that he had talked with Senator (EUGENE) MC CARTHY 
about the idea and that he (MC CARTHY) suggested it would be 
useful if he attended the meeting. 

This information was submitted to the Bureau by 
airtel and LHM on 1/23/68, captioned, "Foreign Policy 
Matters - England" 

1/31/68 


On this date, STANLEY LEVISON was in contact with 
WILLIAM RUTHERFORD, an official of the SCLC, and he brought 
up the question of MARTIN LUTHER KING'S civil disobedience 
c^palgn for the spring of 1968 in Washington, D,C. He felt 
that tactics should be agreed upon in the near future so 
that persons making inquiry can be advised. 

RUTHERFORD noted that scxne of the tactics to be used 
Included making calls on Congressmen during the first week of 
the campaign and calls on heads of departments during the second 
week. He said that on the first visit demands will be made euid 
on the second sit-ins will be conducted. 
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CON^NTIAj. 


KUTHERFORD also noted that KING had scheduled an 
SCLC Board meeting on 2/6,7/68, a clergy march (Clergymen 
Concerned About the War in VietnamJ on Monday (2/5/68), and 
a meeting with Black Power people "to try to neutralize 
them". 


This information was sent to the Bureau and 
Interested offices by airtel and LJJM dated 2/2/68, captioned, 
"Washington Spring Project - Racial Matters". 

2/2/68 


On this date, the source learned that ANDREW YOUNG 
and STANLEY LEVISON were to meet with LEON DAVIS and MOE PONER, 
officials of Local 1199 of the Drug and Hospital ESnployees 
Union, Hew York City, to discuss MARTIN LUTHER KING'S 
Washington, D.C. spring project and how they could make a 
contribution. 

On 2/3/68, STANLEY LEVISON and WILLIAM RUTHERFORD 
discussed talking to a group of the larger contributors to 
the SCLC to solicit funds from them (for the Washington, D.C. 
spring project) , 

On 2/4/68, LEVISON again discussed meeting with 
contributors and LEVISON said he was considering a meeting 
with those who had given $1,000.00 or more at the home of 
HARRY BELAFONTE. 

This information was forwarded to the Bureau and 
Interested offices by airtel and LHM dated 2/6/68, captioned, 
"Washington Spring Project - Racial Matters". 

2 / 8/68 


On this date, WILLIAM RUTHERFORD told STANLEY LEVISON 
about meetings held involving MARTIN LUTHER KING and SCLC 
officials and H, RAP BROWN and STOKELY CARMICHAEL. RUTHERFORD 
stated that the SCLC ascertained from these meetings that "they" 
(Black Power leaders) would not support the SCLC campaign in I 
Washington, D.C., but neither will they oppose it. 

This information was sent to the Bureau and interested 
offices by airtel and LHM dated 2/9/68, captioned, "Washington 
Spring Project - Racial Matters" . ^ 
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^ CON^Nllhw 

fls a telephone surveillance Ctesur) on the ^ 
residence of Stanley David Levlson, Apartment 3-D, 565 Vest End 
Avenue, New York City* It was authorized 5/28/65 and Installed 
6/15/65. There had been prior Installations dating back to 1962. 



Examples of valuable intelligence derived through this 
tesur during the past 90 days are as follows: 


On December 13, 1967, Stanley Levlson discussed with 
Martin Luther King, Jr., the possibility of getting together 
with a group of wealthy people in connection with King's planned 
civil disobedience program In order to get financial pledges 
from them. 


On January 10, 1968, Levlson and King discussed the 
Indictment of Dr. Benjamin Spock. Levlson and King discussed 
whether King should appear on a platform with Spock If he was 
asked to do so. Levlson was against this because this would 
again make King and Spock the two leaders of the peace movement. 

On January 31, 1968, Levlson was in contact with 
William Rutherford, a top aide of King's, concerning the 
tactics to be used in King's civil disobedience campaign. 

On February 4, 1968, Levlson was in conference with 
Rutherford again and suggested a meeting of those Individuals 
who have given $1,000 or more to help support King's civil j 

disobedience campaign. This was to be In the home of Harry I 

Belafonte. Governor and Mrs. Rockefeller would be the type of 
individuals to be Invited to this affair* 
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confiJIntial 

Because of the extreme In^ortance of Levlson-Klng 
tie to the civil rights and peace movements and the communist 
Influence therein, plus the demonstrated past value of this 
source, it is recommended it be continued for another 90 days* 

It is noted that the Attorney General authorized 
continuation of this telephone surveillance for a period of 
three months, effective 1/1/68. 
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U^^ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF^STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


sn£T 

New York, New York w 

February 9, 1968 ^ ,„oiouiio« Kwm— - 

herein is UNCLASSIFIHi /' 


Washington Spring Project 
Naclal Matters 


cunmna 


OTKSFWISI 


A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
inforinatloji in the past, learned on Februaiy 8, 1968, 
that on that date Vlilllam Rutherford, Executive Director 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
was in contact vjlth' Stanley Levison. Rutherford told 
Levlson that he had been in Philadelphia attending a 
meeting, that there are some very Important things going 
on In Philadelphia, and that the situation there is the 
best situation "v/e" have going, Hov/ever, the source v/as 
unable to ascertain clarifying information about the 
situation in Philadelphia that Rutherford referred to. 


The source continued that Rutherford advised 
Levison that the situation in V/ashlngton, D.C, was confused. 
He noted that they (SCLC representatives) held a couple 
of meetings "with Rap Brov;n and his commandos occupying 
the place with vfalkie talkies and bodyguards". He added 
that "they Invaded this church and took it over. They 
wouldn't let people In," He said that "they" threw the 
press out of the meeting and that "they v/alked out of the 
meeting, disrupted it, occupied the church, and literally 
kept SCLC Board members out," The following morning, 
according to Rutherford, a picture of Stokely Carmichael 
appeared on the front page of the "Washington Post", 
captioned "Stokely Carmichael Discusses Washington Campaign 
with King" (Martin Luther King, President of the SCLC). 
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Washington Spring Project 


Rutherford related that the day following the 
church meeting they (SCLC officials) held a private 
meeting "with these guys" and "lit Into them". Rutherford 
stated that he told Stokely (Carmichael) that he, Rutherford, 
wanted to hear what Stokely had to say and that Stokely 
gave some "mealy-mouthed excuses" that did pot stand up, 
Rutherford also noted that he told Carmichael that "these 
men told us" that they are Interested In the total 
destruction of the United States. 

Levlson commented that he had heard Stokely say 
this and Rutherford's comment v;as that "this Is what 
Rap (Brovm) said last night". Rutherford continued 
that Stokely Is now "svreet as pie. He pulled a povjer play 
on us In V/ashington", but did not v:in anything because 
everybody v:as opposing him. 

Levlson commented that he could not see the SCLC 
letting ten persons who threaten violence take over from 
hundreds. He described it as a dangerous thing, a king of 
black facism. 


Rutherford, In referring to the meeting, related 
that a person named Court land (phonetic) ,v;hom he described 
as having been v;ith the Congress of Racial Equality, made 
the statement that "they" would not support "our campaign" 
in Washington, D.C., but v;ould not participate in any 
opposition to it. He said this is "their v.’hole life", that 
although they could not take part in something they do 
not believe in, even though they have trouble from their 
constituents, they would not oppose It because anything 
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Rutherford said that King became very upset after 
this private meeting and began berating him. He said he told 
King that what "they "said is clear and that the SCLC knows 
nov: where they stand, that all the SCLC wanted and needed 
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Washington Spring project 

"from them" was that they would not attempt to divide 
the community. He said "they" were honest, that "they" 
stated that If the SCLC falls in V/ashlngton, "we're going 
to get a lot of new recruits" but If the SCLC Is successful 
"we are going to be In trouble". He recalled that at 
this moment King made a point, that If "they" should 
denounce the government, denounce the SCLC campaign and 
criticize it, this would create an atmosphere within which 
non-violence would have a better chance of succeeding. 

He added that Stokely responded that they have enough 
FD?oblems, that there is enough confusion and division 
in the black community, and that. If they should speak 
out against King or v;hat he is doing, peoole will not 
know ’Which v;ay to turn, 

Levlson commented that he agreed v/lth Carmichael 
and disagreed v/lth King on this point. He inquired as to 
why King \'iaB upset, 

Rutherford stated that King said the enemy was 
violence and began to preach on hovj violence begets 
violence. 


Levlson related that the key is that King states 
the enemy is violence v;hich Is not true. The enemy are 
the forces preventing them from getting rights and violence 
is one of the methods. He said that, therefore, they are 
trying to develop a counter technique to violence. 

"The b'orker", an East Coast Communist nev;spaper, 
in its Issue dated February 11 , I968, page one, contains 
an article on the protest against United States Involvement 
in the war in Vietnam in Washington, D.C. on February 
5 j 6 , 1968, sponsored by the Clergy and Laymen Concerned 
About Vietnam, It states that King addressed the gathering 
of clergymen and laymen and told them that "it w’as Imperative 
that the freedom and peace movements be joined. Describing 
the v/orsenlng economic conditions, he appealed to the 
religious leaders to join and support the demonstrations his 
organization has planned for VJashlngton in April", The 
article also notes that King made it clear that the targets | 
of the demonstrations would be the Vietnam war and Congress.' 
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There are enclosed fo^th^Bureau 11 copies of an 
LHM containing information f rom^HIHHiiV on 3/29/68, concerning] 
a discussion between STANLSf LEVISON and MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

Jr., on KING'S reaction to the violence that followed KING'S 
leading of a inarch in downtownMempMs on 3/28/68. It also 
contains information rroiiMm|||||^P on 3/31/68, concerning 
LEVTSON's comments on an Atlanta meeting on 3/30/^ 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Security Matter - C 


confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, learned on March 29 , 1968, that on that 
date, Stanley Levlson and Martin Luther King, Jr. discussed 
the position which King has found himself In as a result of the 
violence that occurred in Memphis, Tennessee, on March 28 , 1968 f 
at the time when King led a march through downtown Memphis. King 
told Levlson that he feels they have to face the fact that, 
from a public relations point of view and every other way, "we 
are in serious trouble". He referred to the 'Washington D,C* 
Spring campaign, known as the Poor People's Campaign, and said 
as far as It is concerned it is in trouble. King noted that it 
will be much more difficult to recruit people for the Washington 
campaign now because ithey (the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference ) (SCLC) are recruiting non-violent people and these 
people will hold back if they think they will be in a campaign 
that is going to be taken over by violent elements. King stated 
that this is not a failure for the SCLC because it has enough 
of a program to affirm its position but that it is a personal 
setback for himself 

King continued that persons such as Roy Wilkens 
(Head of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People) and Adam Clayton Powell, and Negroes who are influenced 
by the press, will now feel that he. King, is finished, that his 
non-violence is nothing, that no one is listening to it. King 
reiterated that they have had a great public relations setback 
far as his image and leadership are concerned. . 

- YO'* 


as 


CUESined by 



tussrt ta: 

- . 7 -= BlASOI-FCn* II, 

PAT* or "“i 



rmsronjME.VT coxtain.s neither 

RECOMMKNOATICNS NOR CONCLUSIONS 
OF THE ri:l. IT IS THE PRuPKitTY 
OF THE FIJI .■* NI)13Lr/.-\.NEPT0 YOUR 
AGENCY; IT AND ITS CT/N'l'J- NTS AUF. 
NOT TO DE DISTUJiiUTEDOUTSIDE 
YOUR AGEiVcy, 



zero — <3^. 2. ^ 6 , -S-' 

®NCLoscra® 




Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Levison attempted to dissuade King from this point 
of view stating that it would be true only if King accepts "their” 
definition.^ He added that he felt It is a profound error King 
is making. X*. . i 


King noted that he did not accept It himself but that 
others will. Levison retorted that people would accept it for 
a few days, but, if events prove otherwise, will not accept it 


King noted that events will not prove otherwise unless 
they think soberly through this period. He said that somehow he had 
to reaffirm what the press will refuse to affirm. He referred to 
the Memphis incident stating that they all know it was Just a 
few people who were Involved. He added that it was a failure 
of the leadership in Memphis. King Informed Levison that persons 
who were responsible for the violence came to see him on the morning 
of March 29 , 196S. He said these persons were fighting the 
leadership in Memphis, the men who ignored and neglected them, the 
men who would not give them any attention, who ordered their 
telephones cut off. King added that he had no knowledge of all this, 
that the persons responsible for the violence were too sick to see 
that what they were doing during the violence was hurting him. King, 
more than it could hurt the local preachers.^ 


King related that he Was So UpSet and ahocked Over the 


Memphis violence that he was going to announce a personal fast 
as a means of appealing to the Memphis leadership, as well as those 
who participated in the violence, to come to him in a united 
front to take up the "cudget" and get on with the movement. 

He said he felt this kind of spiritual move would be a way of 
tinifying the movement, of transforming a minus Into a plus. He 
added that he feels their Washington campaign is doomed. 
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was not correct. Levison said he was concerned over the "trap" 


King was placing non-violence in because King was saying that 
he must have 100$^ adherence to non-violence which is an Imposslbil l^ 

King commented that they could not get lOOJ^ adherencj but 
that they must face the fact thatarlot broke out in the ranks of 
the march, that "these fellows”, in the line of march, woul^ _ 
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Jump out, do something, and then come back to hide within 
the group. King said he is a symbol of non-violence and 
that the press is not going to say what Levison said. He 
said the symbol will be weakened and it will put many Negroes 
In doubt. He said he must do something that is a powerful 
act to unify forces and refute the press. 

Levison stated that if it had this result he would 
agree but that he is bothered by the idea that King would be 
accepting the logic of the press, that if King can control 995^* 
and not the who are violent, he Is a failure. He said they 
must find a way in which they do not accept this otherwise King 
will never be able to do anything unless he always spiritually 
reaches a level where he hypnotizes every Negro alive 

TV 

King questioned how he could say that they can 
control the planned demonstrations in Washington,I).C , and at the 
same time conclude they are going to have violence^ 

Levison counseled that King can say that he can control 
his followers and is not undertaking to control everybody else. 

He said King could take the position that his followers are non- 
violent and will do what they must do^ 

y ^ 

They agreed to discuss the matter in depth at a meeting 

in Atlanta, Georgia in King's church office on the morning of 
March 30, 

The same source advised on March 31 » 19^8, that on 
that date Stanley Levison commented on the meeting held In Atlanta, 
Georgia, on March 30, 1963. Levison 's comments included the 4 /* 
following: 

At the Atlanta meeting they examined the whole Memphis 
incident and came up with a new approach. "We are going back to 
Memphis. We are going to prove that you can have mass action 
In the streets". Martin Luther King had decided not to go 
back to Memphis and not to go to Washington ffor the Poor People's 
Campaign). It was the determination of the (SCLC) 


(for the Poor People'' 
(SCLC) staff that ^ 
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changed King's thinking. King is going back to Memphis 
on Tuesday (April 2, 1968) and there will be a big inarch on 
^Friday (April 5j 1968). The Memphis incident was caused by 

kids” and it could have ^en controlled by ''our 
(the SCLC) had they been there 

He, Levison, made the point that they could not let 
'a couple of kids" keep "mass action" from being their weapon. 




As for controlling the Washington, D.C. demonstratloi 
King knows he can control the youth. What has to be done Is 
go to the high schools and tell them what the establishment 
wants them to do. Once they grasp this there is no chance of 
anything happening. What they (the SCLC) are afraid of in 
Washington is a double cross from Stokley Carmichael and the 
answer to that is that "our job" (the SCLC") is not to stop violence 
but to be non-violent themselves. "Our position" is that "we" 
are going to go on because to be able to march inthe streets is 
"our most important tool" and are not going on the streets because 
it may start violence. "Why do we have to be afraid of riots . 

It is their problem not ours"^^ 

I 

The Atlanta meeting was good because it shows how 
much militancy there is in the SCLC 
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Since the essesBlnetien of Martin Luthw King. Jr »* 
Southern Christian Leader^ilp Conference (S(|(LC)« 
Stanley David Levlson has been svmmoned to attend two 


ii^ortant polley-nakii^ sessions of SGLC at Atlanta* G^gla* 
As you koov* Levison vas the principal advisor to Martin l.ui 
King* Jr»* and king did not sudee ai^ Major policy decisions 
vlthout first consulting vlth levison, A . 

It is iterative that the Bureau* at an early date* 
be able to assess shat role levison vill play in the guidance 
and direction of SCLC in the future* Beclplent offices 
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With the assassination of Hartln Luther King, Jr«» ^ 
the role of Stanley Levlson In SGLC matters la guestlonabla* 
Outgoing Instructs the field to be alert to Levlaon*a ' ; , 

activities and influence In an effort to further dominate 
SGLC in the future. ^ 
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ReBualrtel to Atlanta and H7 4A7/68. 



STARLET LEVISOR has played an lu^ortant role in the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) as an advisor 
to MARTIR LBTHERKIRG, JR. on matters pertaining to the financing 
of and policy of the SCLC as well as matters affecting KINO 
personally. It Is known that LEVISOR has prepared material 
which KING used in his speeches and other public appearances. 
Information received concerning the relationship of LEVISOR 
to MARTIR LUTHER KING, JR. and the SCLC shows that LEVISOR 
was a close advisor to KING and that this relationship was one 
of trust and respect. KING'S confidence in LEVISON's advice 
was deep and abiding. In fact, LEVISON's advice was constantly 
sought by KING on all matters of iiq>ortance affecting himself 
and the SCLC. l -» 




As the Bureau is aware, the source of 

New fork's information about LEVISOR, MARTIR LUTHER KING and 
the SCLC. From informatirai supplied by this source, there 
is no reason to believe that LEVISON's relations with ABERRATHT 
were anything but amicable. However, LEVISON's contacts seemed 
to be more with the Reverend ANDREW TOUNG, Executive Vice- 
President of the SCLC, whenever KING was not Immediately 
available. In fact, LEVISOR, if he had the choice would have 
preferred TOTOG to ABERRATHT as KING'S succes sor. 

(BM) 

1-Atlanta (100- ) (rm) 

* ^ 60 ) ,6 


1 


1 -New ToVk ( 100-1111 . 

i~ - ' li'.' - • 'I 

AiiiKnRl 





%■ ; 














mr 100-111180 ■: 

■ It 1» indicated that LEVISOB, at *“* 
la being relied gpo" *>y **»*.°^ iontulted*'at every turn. A fc7i, 

in Washington, that the Washin^^^ */.w. 

indicated that LEVISOH 5°^ It^ the opinion 

phase of thifl SStlnSS to^e his views known 

of the FTO that l£VISOH SCLC should pursue and whaj^ 

as to what direction and policy the SCL^sho^^ 

actions ABERHATHT should or > . 

the SCLC will not be whett he wUl 

LEVISW wUl attest to dOBlMte AB^THI or wne 

ttu^eestions for acceptance or rejection x» • h- 
^ JSH?« further Inforwtion and analyeie. , . 


♦ 

( 


It’. ^ . 




- 2 - 


! 


4-750 ( 2 ^ 7 - 79 ) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


JCXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


^ Page{s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 


13 Deleted under exemption(6> ^ 7 O 


material available for release to you. 


with no segregable 


CD Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request, 

CD Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only, 

CD DocumenKs) originating with the following government agency(ies) 

■ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld fw the following rea8on(s): 


I I For your infonnation: 


^ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE<S) X 
$NO DUPLICATION FEE y 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


.rvi/DOj 






. 




> >■ ; ‘> ■ ^ >! - < , i . h' * if: •/■ 


II 

gsS 




'w. 




.'^-.'&Wk:r^-:ii ;^ } g - p- !■-■ i*i Sli^v ^ i* 


rD<|« (n*v* S-22~$4) 

4 

/ 






-• •'-'O 




' — 


F B I 


Dote: 4A8/68 


Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 




<>? 


(Type in plaintext or codel 




2 


I 

4 


ENTIAL 


TO; 

PROM; 

SUBJECT; 


DIRECTOR, PBI (IOO-IO667O) 
SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-I36585) 


MARTIN LUTHER KINO, JR, ;, 
SCLC -RACIAL MATTERS 


ReNY teletype 4A7/68. 


CPi* 


There are enclosed for the Bureau 1 1 copies of 
an LHM containing information on h/17/68, 

concerning contacts betwee n STANLE^TB viSOi^nd DORA MC DONALD 
and STANLEY LEVISON and CORpr'l’TTKINO orT 




^Bureau flOO-106670) ^® 3235 tffi?! (iS^ “Jf®; 

^ iTi57-^4|^ (W.SHINOTOH SPRIBO PROJECT mim 4- iK 


3-Atlanta (100- ) (Ends. 3) (RM) 


(1-100-5718) (COMINFIL SCLcj 
(1-157- . ) (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT) 


2-Newark (100- ) (Ends. 2) (RM) 

(1-100- ) (DAVE DELLINGER) 

2-Vashlngton Field (100- ) (Ends. 2) (RM) 

(1-157- ) (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT) 

1-New York (IOO-IIII80) (STANLEY LEVISON) (4l) 
1-New York (100-149194' (cOMINFIL SCLC) (43) 
1-New York (100-1623Q2 (lO DAYS OP PROTEST) (42) 
1-New York 1 157-2052) WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT) 
1-New York (100-13658jg^jjYj ^ggi^jij^osi.SEC.S]^^’' 
^P^^^1^F 0;far^ T ft\sW — a gg. igD,^ 03 PtRAoX < UH"( 



Li 







r- V .ffisfi'# ^ 


■X 


NOT RECORDED 

■BOTi’irsrBBS' 


• v-s-v. 












‘^;ted states department 


USTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New YorK, New York 

jnJ?.j>rr.iwR^--to Aoril l8* 1Q68 

Buflle 100-106670 

joiiiirofaiAnosooOTHS®, 

except show ^ 

OTHERWISI 

Martin Luther King, Jr, ; 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) - Racial Matters 

On April 17, 1968, a confidential source who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, ascertained that 
on that date Stanley Levlson was in contact with Dora McDonald, ' 
Secretary to Martin Luther King, Jr., deceased head of the 
SCLC, and thereafter Coretta King, wife of Martin Luther King, 
McDonald told Levison that "Meet the Press" wants Ralph 
Abernathy, successor to Martin Luther King as head of the SCLC, 
to appear on this program as soon as possible and Coretta King" 
at a later date. She stated that she had not talked to 
Abernathy v;ho was still in Memphis. Levison questioned if 
Martin Luther King had not been scheduled to appear on "Face 
the Nation" then added that "Meet the Press" was the roughest 
one. He said he had talked with Abernathy and advised him 
not to appear on "Face the Nation" at the present time because 
he believed Abernathy was gambling with his reputation and 
if Abernathy "falls on his face", he would do so before the whole 
nation. He said Abernathy agreed, Levison added that as far 
as Abernathy is concerned, it would be best if he put off any 
appearance until Just before the Washington Campaign (Poor 
People’s Campaign scheduled for Washington, D.C.) and that 
Abernathy acknowledged that he needs to study up on current 
legislation and political facts. 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Levlson referred to Coretta King's possible 
appearance at the ma;}or mass anti-Vietnam war demonstration 
scheduled for New York City on April 27, 1968, He said 
he had checked with Dave Dellinger's (National Director, 
National Mobilization Committee to End the War In Vietnam) 
office and that he, Levlson, feels that it Is alright for her 
to appear on this program and also to participate In the 
Mothers' March (In Washington, D.C. in connection with the 
Poor People's Campaign) as long as she does not do anything 
else. 


Levison then told Coretta King that he had checked 
with Dave Dellinger's office and that there is a good 
platform so that if she is Inclined to particpate, they 
should be promptly advised so they can have the benefit of 
the publicity. He emphasized that she should not do other 
things because it would be too much exposure. Comparing her 
situation with that of Jackie Kennedy, Coretta commented that 
she believes many people see that her life was not the same, 
that people understand how she was "in the picture" and have 
now given her a mandate that she must remain "in the picture". 
Levison agreed but counselled this should be done gradually 
and in good taste. 

Coretta asked about requests for articles about 
herself and Levison advised that, as a general principle, 
proceeds for such articles should go to her because the subject 
of the articles will command the price. He said if thousands 
are paid for an article, then a few hundred is all the writer 
is entitled to. 

Levison mentioned that Grosset and Dunlap, an 
old publishing firm, is coming out with a book, "I Had A 
Dream", about Martin Luther King which is unauthorized. He 
said Harper and Rowe are willing to have their lawyers prepare 
an Injunction preventing or stopping the publication and 
distribution of this book, but a telegram is needed from 
Coretta to proceed. Levison then read a telegram for her 
signature and she agreed to have Dora McDonald send it 
Immediately. i 
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Martin Luther King, Jr, 

Coretta discussed requests she .had received for 
appearances and Levison stated that she would receive many 
requests hut that she will have to be selective end turn 
• many down. He counselled that she should adopt the position 
that, for the present, she feels that activity in King’s 
behalf has to be tovjard his memorial and that it would not 
serve anyone if her name is used by everyone. He added that 
this says she is using her name in the area she knows would 
be closest to King, his family and his organization. He 
said it is important in preserving the strength of a name 
that it not be overused. 

Finally, Levison asked if Coretta wanted him to 
contact Dave Dellinger. She stated that he should call 
Dellinger and point out that her exposure must be limited 
and that she must be protected because she is only doing 
the things she feels very strongly about, that is, those 
things that are related to the work of her husband. 
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66 MAY 3 


FOLLOWING INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM 

(CLASSIFY "SECRET") ON EVENING APRIL 
NINETEEN NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT: FRANK REISMAN (PHONETIC) (HEAD^ 

OF AN INSTITUTE ON NEW CAREERS FOR NEGROES) CONTACTED STANLEY LEVISON 
AND INQUIRED IF ANDREW YOUNG WOULD CHAIR MEETING OF APRIL TWENTY 
SECOND IN NEW YORK CITY. SAID THAT PARTICIPANTS INVITED WOULD INCLUDE 
(FLOYD) MC KISSICK, JAMES (FARMER), DOROTHY HEIGHT, JACK^ Cl^ 

CONWAY AND LYLE CARTER (ALL PHONETIC) AND THAT (ROY) WILKENS WOULD 
HAVE REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT. ON SAME DATE ANDREW YOUNG AN 
LEVISON DISCUSSED ARTICLE FOR "LOOK" WHICH LEVISON SAID WODLI 
PUSH YOUNG FORWARD IN iNTELLECi^AL ROLE. LEVISON ALSO TatOAPR 
YOUNG THAT AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS WOULD PAY YOUNG FIVE 
HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR APPEARANCE DURING MIDDLE OF MAY AND THAT 
YOUNG SHOULD PUT THIS ON HIS SCHEDULE. .YOUNG AGREED WITH 
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PAGE TWO 

PLEVISON THAT SCLC SHOULD GO FOR MORE NEGRO MEMBERSHIP BECAUSE THEIR 
DIRECT MAILING IS TOO WHITE. LATER ON SAME DATE YOUNG CONTACTED 
LEVISON'S WIFE WHO SAID STANLEY WANTED YOUNG TO KNOW THAT HE, 

. p**-i V «>k ■ I A VS r^t-^ ki * V 1 1 u r»tfj^iit n Li T Li UV^ 

LtVlbUN, rtui KALrn ftDC.rtnflini onuui.u huc-ulf i,unr c.ntwut xn nit, 

ON APRIL TWENTY SECOND NINTEEN SIXTYEIGHT WITH YOUNG. YOUNG 

SAID HE FAVORED WALTER FAUNTROY (FORMER DIRECTOR WASHINGTON BUREAU 

OF SCLC) AS CHAIRMAN. ON APRIL TWENTY NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT, SOURCE 

FURNISHED FOLLOWING INFORMATION: CLARENCE JONES TOLD LEVISON 

HE HAD BEEN CALLED BY (SENATOR EUGENE) MC CARTHY’S PEOPLE ABOUT 

invitation FOR CORETTA KING TO ATTEND RALLY IN MADISON SQUARE 

GARDEN, MAY NINTEEN, NOT TO ENDORSE MC CARTHY BUT TO GET MONEY FOR MARCH 
(POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN). LEVISON SAID SHE IS NOT GOING TO ENDORSE 

ANYONE AT PRESENT, SAID HE WOULD TALK TO YOUNG AND ABERNATHY 

OVER WEEKEND AND LET JONES KNOW. ON SAME DATE LEVISON AND HARRY 

BELAFONTE DISCUSSED PROPOSED BOOK BY CORETTA KING. LEVISON SAID 

HOLT PUBLISHERS HAD OFFERED SEVEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS 


WITH ASSURANCE IT IS BOOK THEY WILL BE WILLING TO INVEST IN, A 
human STORY LIKE "MY LIFE WITH MARTIN KING.” SAID "MC CALL’S" 




WANTS TO DO SERIAL RIGHTS AND WILL PAY SEVENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS 
WHICH IS PART OF SEVEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS. 

BELAFONTE REFERRED TO A GATHERING', (NOT SPECIFIED) WHERE ABERNATHY 

END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

"spoke which was attended by twelve to FIFTEEN THOUSAND PEOPLE. 

HE SAID THEY RAISED EIGHTY THOUSAND DOLLARS AND MADE SIXTYFIVE 

THOUSAND DOLLARS NET. BELAFONTE AND LEVISON ALSO DISCUSSED HOW 

TO HANDLE UNAUTHORIZED SOLICITATIONS FOR MONEY FOR KING MEMORIAL. 

JOAN DAVIS, PUBLISHER’S REPRESENTATIVE SUGGESTED TO LEVISON THAT 
HE MAKE NOTES ON KING SINCE HE IS ONLY PERSON WHO KNEW HIM 

INTIMATELY AND KNOWS HOW TO WRITE WITH AUTOBIOGRAPHY IN MIND. 

SOURCE FURNISHED FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON APRIL TWENTY FlRSTt 

WALTER FAUNTROY CONTACTED LEVISON AND AGR^D TO CHAIR MEETING 

IN NEW YORK CITY ON APRIL TWENTY SECOND. LEVISON SAID MEETING 

rauLD BE^HELD CARNEGIE INTERNATIONAL CENTER, NEW YORK CITY TO 

FORMULATE LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM FOR "MARCH ON WASHINGTON." LEVISON^^ 

said' THEY^WOULD WORK ON PARTS DEALING WITH JOBS, HOUSING, EDUCATION 

and adequate income. LEVISON LATER TOLD JOAN DAVIS HE STRONGLY ■ 

ADV15ES AG3INST FILING. OF INJUNCTION AGAINST GROSSET AND DUNLAP^ 

(PUBLISHERS OF UNAUTHORIZED BOOK ON KING) BECAUSE OF PUBLICITY 

THAT <WILL BE INVOLVED. 

— ' tHM FOLLOWS. 
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loF MAY SEVENTEEN (CLASSIFY "SECRET"): U ~^yiVn\i 






CLARENCE JOKES AKD STANLEY LEVlbON uibuu:3:>Jiu 
PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN OF SENATOR EUGENE MC CARTHY. 
iHK-c wnTrn vr t«; RRTNG STRANGLED BY CROSS DASH CURRENtS 


mm 





IN FC CARTHY MOVEMENT. LEVISON ASKED IF JONES SPOKE^^^ ^ 

|Q AMi IUrWHATIfW POVTAIHED 

*^yiT>j "HIM" (PR0A3LY MC CARTHY).' JONES SAID HE DID HERETM IS WCIASSIfn* 
n ' '' ■ ' A Ef r.EW SHnw jj 

NOT WANT ANY BODY AT RALLY ( MAY NINETEEN MC CARTHY OIBEWHa 


1 



RALLY MADISON SQUARE GARDEN, NYC) TO ENGAGE IN ANY * 

* 

ATTACK CN (SENATOR) KENNEDY EVEN THOUGH HE HAS -=4^ 
CERTAIN PERSONAL- ^ITIES HIMSELF. JONES SAID "HE^: W, 


r PI T THAT k'AS UNWISE- 


JONES' SAID HE WAS GOING TO^. 


"HIM" (MC CARTHY) ON SUNDAY (KAY NINETEEN) .AND T 

a 

(MC CARTHY) IS GOING ALL THE WAY, Ewm^tfj 
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PAGE TWO 

potizs SAID THAT HE COULD TELL LEV1S0^ CONFIDENTIALLY 
THAT IF KC CARTHY LOSES IN OREGON BY ANY SIGNIFICANT 
DEGREE HE WILL WITHb^AW BUT IF HE LOSES IN OREGON 
AND IT IS CLOSE HE WILL GO ON TO CALIFORNIA, WHERE HE 
IS VERY STRONG. LEVISQK INQUIRED IF JONES DISCUSSED 
WITH Kir-' (^iC CARTHY) THAT JONES WANTS "TO IDENTIFY 
HUKPKREY AS THE MAIN— "ENEKY". JONES SAID HE DID 
and THAT HE 0»1C CARTHY) MADE IT CLEAR THAT IT WAS NOT 
ITO BE AT THE EXPENSE OF CONCEDING HE IS NOT GOING 
^TO 60 ALL THE WAY. JONES NOTED IT IS DIFFICULT TASK 
OF maintaining THE INDEPENDENT INTERGRITY OF HIS OWN 
CANDIDACY BUT THAT (MC CARTHY) WILL RELEASE HIS DELEGAT: 
TO GO whatever WAY THEY CAN IN ORDER TO STOP THE POLICY 
OF HUMPHREY. JONES NOTED HE HAS TEN MINUTES ON THE 
SUNDAY PROGRAM (i-iC CARTHY) RALLY). AND WANTS TO STATE 
AN APPROPRIATE LINE FOR THE COALITION C AGAINST . 
HUMPHREY) . 



END PAGE TWO 
















PAGE THREE 

HE SAID HE V.'ANTS TO STATE HIS SUPPORT FOR KC CARTHY 
BUT "ZERO IN" ON" ON THE CENTRAL QUESTION; THAT BEING 
HUfTHREY, AND LAY THE REALISTIC FOUNDATION FOR ALL 
THE PEOPLE IN THE COALITION, KENNEDY AND KC CARTHY 
SUPPORTERS, LEVISON AND JONES AGREED TO MEET ON 
MAY EIGHTEEN FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION. 0 
END 
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There Is enclosed for the Bureau for transmittal 
to Secret Service one copy of a photograph of the subject 
taken on 6 / 9 / 65 . 
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ON FIVE SIXTEEN .SIXTY EIGHT (CLASSIFY 


-secset->.4^ ^ 

■ CLARENCE JONES, IN CONTACT WITH STANLEY LEVISON, 

rr - 


® § 


»> ? 




ATED THAT SENATOR EUGENE MC CARTHY SENT HIM A COPY OK f. ti 

j CARTHY HAD SENT TO CORETTA XING AND RALPH ABERNATHY f OP 

S ^ 5^ <»oyTK£-/<? /V t^etST/^y ^eAD£/iSft/P C.C^riT/’e-4/cc jjqT RF:<^HPEU 

<^^4SCLC*P.RESIDENT) AT POOR. PEOPLE* S CAMPAIGN (PPC) , WASHINGTOJj^ MAY 19W 

*^'^^DC. JONES READ TELEGRAM WHICH EXTENDED MC CARTHY* S GREETINGS 

TO THE PPC AND SAID HE SHARED THEIR CONCERNS. MC CARTHY ALSO 

t'r.% / ' '■ ' T 

^J'QSAID ATTENTION AND RESOURCES OF COUNTRY MUST BE REDIRECTED >’ ^ 

^ TO PROBLEMS AT HOME. JOKES NOTED THAT HE HAD SPOXEIL..,^ 

H\ 

TO MC CARTHY*S WIFE AND DAUGHTERS ABOUT AN ANSWER TO ( 

« i. 

XIXC?i BECAUSE NIXON HAS HAD SOME EFFECT ON BLACK M ILITA 

ur c.A Tr\ WTynu*c r^MDAiriAi iv^AVAr^ro i.iaaitc Tn cut utwi mrvT ucrir 

1 *^ ^ 1 / 4 ? ym'jrniuiv rifs ii^ 4 j 

, M i .1 

\T0 DISCUSS INDIGENOUS BLACK CAPITALISM. JONES CRITIZED 

I ^ 
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AN ARTICLE 3Y KIXO.N IN THE "NEW YORK TIMES" IN 

iELET/F[D TO; r— 

p!R. DaOACH Fon THE D! 


END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 


yv 


ACCO:%DIWG TC JONES» KIXON TOLD CONGRESS NOT TO GIVE I.'J TO .^L« 
DEi-'ANDS Or PPC. LEVISON SAID NlXOf! HAS GOTTEN HIMSELF INTO A 

PERFECT POSITION WHERE HE CAN OPPOSE THE PPC AND HAVE BLACK 

MILITANTS. INTERESTED IN HIS IDEA (OF BLACK CAPITALISM FOR THE 

GHETTOS). LEVISON ATTACKED THIS IDEA OF BUILDING GHETTO 

INDUSTRIES OWNED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE GHETTO, JONES MENrlOpfED 

THAT FLOYD MC KISSICK (NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF CORE) TOLD HIM THAT 

-WE DIG NIXON". JONES SAID HE CONTACTED A PARTNER OF NIXON’S 

CAMPAIGN MANAGER AND SAID, IF NIXON IS CREATING THIS FANFARE 

HE, JONES, WANTS TO FIND OUT WHAT HE IS TALKING ABOUT. HE SAID 

THEY JUMPED AT THE IDEA AND THAT HE IS SUPPOSED TO MEET WITH 

NIXON NEXT WEEK. LEVISON SAID THE DANGEROUS THING IS THAT IT 

IS NOT JUST AN OPPORTUNIST OR FAIRLY STUPID PERSON LIKE 

MC KISSICK WHO WILL GO FOR THE IDEA. LEVISON WENT ON TO ATTACK THE 

IDEA OF PUTTING PLANTS IN THE GHETTO, HE SAID THE WHOLE THING 
SHOULD BE THE SUBJECT OF A CRITICAL ARTICLE. JONES THEN BROUGHT 

UP SUBJECT OF KC CARTHY MOVEMENT. 



j. 1 ID xn iu 


TWO CONTENDING POINTS OF VIEW ONE SAYING THE RIVALRY BETWEEN 


SENATORS KENNEDY AND MC CARTHY IS SUBORDINATE CONSIDERATION AND 

THAT PRINCIPAL CONSIDERATION IS TO STOP (VICE PRESIDENT) 

hump:;rey. he said second point of view is that they are 

UNWILLING TO MAKE ANY ACCOMODATIONS AT THIS TIME BECAUSE 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE ^iP^' 

AK ACCOMODATION WILL WEAKEN KC CAHTHY. JONES SAID, CONFIDENTIALLY, 
THAT HE UNSUCCESSFULLY ATTEMPTED TO WORK OUT AN ACCOMODATION 

L" :~3 ’ITH KENNEDY FORCES THE PREVIOUS NIGHT. SAID THIS ACCOMODATION 

WAS that he COULD NOT COMMIT MC CARTKY DELEGATES BUT FELT HE 

COULD PERSUADE THEM OF TWO THINGS. ONE, OF THE FORTY ONE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS (IN NEW YORK STATE) IF AGREED THAT 

CENTRAL QUESTION IS STOPPING HUMPHREY, THAT THEY WOULD AGREE 

TO RUN JOINT SLATES, ACROSS THE STATE, AND JOINT SLATES WOULD 

HAVE ONLY ONE DELEGATE COMMITMENT, NOT TO VOTE FOR HUMPHREY. 

THEY WOULD BE FREE TO MAKE OWN JUDGEMENT AT DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL 

CONVENTION, HE SAID THIS DID NOT WORK. THE SECOND THING IS 

TO MAKE ANALYSIS DISTRICT BY DISTRICT TO DETERMINE WHERE IT LOOKS 

LIKE HUMPHREY WILL WIN AND PUT UP A JOINT CHALLENGE IN THOSE AREAS. 

IN AREAS WHERE IT APPEARS HE WILL NOT WIN, THE NATURAL FORCES 

♦ 

OF POLITICAL ORGANIZATION WILL HAVE TO SETTLE TO THE BOTTOM 
AND LEAVE IT AN OPEN QUESTION. JONES SAID THE SECOND IDEA 
OF JOIff SLATES IN DISTRICTS DID NOT GET FAR BUT HE FELT IT 
COULD AND THAT HE COULD BE A FORCE IN GETTING IT FAR. HE SAID 
HE WANTED LEVISON'S THINKING ON IT. LEVISON SAID HIS POSITION 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE FIRST ONE, THAT THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
KENNEDY AND MC CARTHY ARE LESS IMPORTANT THAN DEFEATING HUMPHREY. 

END PAGE THREE 




LEVISOK SAID HE FAVORED KEWHEDY BECAUSE OF KIS RECORD ON 
CIVIL RIGHTS AND BECAUSE THE OVERRIDING QUESTION OF SURVIVAL 

c 

TODAY IS KO’v.i NUCLEAR WEAPONS ARE HANDLED AND KENNEDY HAS SHOWN' ^ 
HE has a cool head IN THAT SITUATION. JONES r-ENTIONED HE HAD 
RECEIVED .INFORMATION THAT DAY A "REASONABLE ACCURATE OELESATE 
COUNT OF HUMPHREY" AND THAT, IN LAST THIRTY SIX HOURS, HIS 
DELEGATE STRENGTH "HAS GONE AHEAD BY LEAPS AND BOUNDS". HE. 

SAID HUMPHREY IS SO FAR AHEAD THAT CONTEST BETWEEN KENNEDY AND 
MC CARTHY IS ACADEMIC. LEVISON SAID THAT THE REAL QUESTION 
IS THE FORMULA THAT WILL WORK TO STOP HUMPHREY. JONES SAID HE 
HAS TO REPRESENT A POINT OF VE^W AT A SPEECH HE IS GIVING AT 


COALITION ON DEMOCRATIC ALTERNATIVES. AND IS GOING TO SUGGEST: 


AGAINST OTHER CANDIDATES. LEVISON AGREED WITH THIS APPROACH.'' 

JONES ADDED THAT THE CENTRAL QUESTION IS CONTINUATION OF THE 5 
apHAn a*:tt-Ij!ap PCArr wn\;riv»TrKT nppnQTTrnw rr\ inwMcnw*c 

POLICIES, SYMBOLIZED BY HUMPHREY AND THAT ALL EFFORTS MUST 
BE DIRECTED TOWARD PREVENTING HIS GETTING VOTES. JONES SAID 
ANOTHER PROBLEM IS ADVISING THE CANDIDATE CMC CARTHY) THAT THIS 




POLICIES, AND THAT THEY CANNOT GET INTO EXTREME CAMPAIGN 


IS HIS POSITION. LEVISON SAID IT HAD TO BE DONE 


FBI WASH DC 






«i«T rrniMV* 

rrM« («i rrm) i»4-iiJt 


f 


U'^TEH STATES GOlf JNMENT 


■ .V 


Memorandum 


TO 




"tjl CON 

ItIBJECT: 




PT RECTOR, FBI (100-'J3879^) 

Tit! YORK ( 100 - 1 ^ 1919 '^'^ 
SCLC -' ra^cial matters 

(00:AT) 

ReNYtel, 5/6/68. 


© 


date: 5/t /^ 







There are enclose d for the 
containing information from] 
between STANLEY lEViSON and 



iureau 11 copies of an LHM 
“pertaining to conversat 
'IIERFORD, SCLC ExecutiVi ' 


V’i 

b*?i^ 


Director, on 5/^/68, and b^ween lEVISON and RALPH ABERNATHY; 
SCLC President, on 5/5/68^^ 






s 


tv. 


. o 


/ 3 A Bureau (ENCLS. ^ 

(1 - 157 - T (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT) 

2 - Atlanta (100-5718) (ENCLS. 2) (RM) 

(1 - 157 - ) (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT) 

i - Baltimore (RM) (INFO] 

1 - Chicago (rm) (info. 

I il Memphis (RM) (iNFO, , ^ , v 

I J2 J- Washington Field (100- ) (ENCIB, 2) (RM) 

(1 _ 157 - ) (WASHINGTON^RING PROJECT) 

' 80) f STANLE^EVISQN ) 

j (HAITJTV WAchtez) (i 




jl i- New York (100-111180^ 

ll.l- New York (l00-l48289, . , , , 

wS5 New York (157-2052) (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT) 

New York (100-153735) (CIRM) (43) 

.. - jr t ' ' 

. J ' ^ 


I 


gg^-^^^-NewYor^ ^ 

• . { 'jF^rr* 
gf: ; :(;5) 

I 

^ y * 

M r-t I 
CO 1 

=0 *1' % 

•< ^V *• 


I 








V 

> 

\ 

i 



I 


^ss/oO 

MAY Ihiltir-P 


/ 







Clfi.SSJFIED W J 

' / CXTfirJDED BY../5J?L*£:J .Prril,|L 
REASON FOR EXTENSION a' 

FCIM. II, 1 -2.4.2 

DATE OF RE' .EW F0R_ 

iffoll Savinis Fi 




APPROPRIATE AGEHCTS8 
AND FIELD OPTTpES 
ADVISED ; 

SLIP(S) 





m f~^ * \ f‘ ^ — 


til 



obiginm. ntED 



NY 100-1^1919't 


! coNtorn 

Inforinatlon copies of this report are being sent to 
Baltimore, Chicago and Memphis. Baltimore is being sent an 
information copy because of its possible Interest in MC CLOUD 
about whom previous Information was furnished. 




coNgprwL 






■ t ' f 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




■'■L,:;=;or. 



•USSfFIFD 

nrTpTE«CE[j BV 

rvLlr^A'cAf 

*• ‘■■* I . »• .#.: 

I ' • *• .'u ^o'^ 

c *-K oi, ^ 4-. T /. tf^CLi;suir.unou..'?*2:.?fc, 
Southern Christian Leadership 5- , ' 

Conference (SCLC) - Racial Matters ^ T ' 

A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in th^' past, advised on May I968, that, on 
that date William l^therford , Executive Director of the 
SCJC discussed wlth^ Stanley Levison the SCLC sponsored Poor 
People’s Campaign (PPC) in V/ashlngton, D.C, Rutherford 
indicated that he was impressed with the way the opening of 
the campaign had gone. He told Levison that people got up 
and spoke spontaneously, that they (SCLC) did not know what 
these people were going to say. He recalled one woman telling 
the Attorney General, Ramsey Clark, that his department chases 
I people who do not want to go into the Army but does nothing 
(about segregated draft boards or about people stealing money 
jfrom the poor. He also commented that he was one of the 
'persons who worked up the committee that worked on "those 
■position papers", which were good. He said they got up a 
idraft called a Declaration of the PPC based mostly on 
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lutherford was upset over the lack of cooperation 
from the union in Memphis, Tennessee, which was Involved In 
the garbage workers strike. He noted that he and Cerlllo (phonetic) 
(SCLC Treasurer) were in Memphis and that "we" (the SCLC) had 
30 buses lined up (for the PPC) but nothing had been paid for 
so he and Cerlllo paid for the buses but the union "hasn't done \ 
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Memphis they raised only $2,067.00 because they had no fund 
raiser and the union gave nothing. He continued that they were 
supposed to meet with the union at breakfast but the union 
representatives never showed up. Later, according to Rutherfordji 
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Ulti union roprnpf'Ml;:! 1:1 vr tit''1; wttli him, f.'ci’.mo ;nir1 .1 1 in 

F-^V'' I (.".f'U’ orr.tciMl) 111 lini.iioj’ford ' n room. Hnlilir'r.f'ofiJ 
mill lir I (1 l.lirm lip nhfln!’Gl;r)o*] thr* union w.in rolnr. 

to tlnii'il;'' tint tho SCl/J nooded ?,U 0 <) nJnoplnr, 

l>>rr, for tlio people (en(*af;ed In the ITC) and tint In vinnted 
to Umov; ivlnrc the money was. He said that ho told a union 
rcpvf'ni^ntatl VC that he wanted p 0 , 000 , that this person walked 
out, called tiie Hew York Office of the union, and roturnod 
and said 4 ^ 7 ’ 1 000 had been approved and tiiat they would p;et 
the other f- 3 »*i 00 , 

\ Hutherford stated that eventually a union official, 
Halph Wortli (pl'ionetic) , called Ralpli (Abernathy, liead of the 
ncir) and said whatever i»is staff told Abernathy that 
xvould be tiie way It la. He said tiiat two hours later they 
had po,000. ,( j 

/ liOvlBon was Incensed noting that the union had received 
^•50,000 a week or two before the strike ended. Hutlicrford 
agreed noting tiiat Walter- Reuttier brought tliem $ 50|000 and 
someone else brouglit them $ 100 , 000 . Levlson stated wliat 
Rutiierford did was right but tiiat it was not enough. Rutherfo: 
n-ald he felt the union should maintain all the people 
in Wasiilngton wiio came from MemplilB for the PPC, 
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tiie unions and threaten them that they (the SCLC) would 
majee public the fact that, while other people have been 
giving, the group that Martin Luther King gave his life for, 
has done next to nothing. T^vison added that they (the 
unions) should be told that they have to come up with 
$?50,000 collectively. 
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Rutherford said he could see how the Prc could cost 
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wiiirii lie (l(uicrJbod iio a ”drop In tlio liuckut” compared to wliat 
tiicy need. 
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Southern Ciirlstian Iieadershlp Conference 


I-ovison cautioned that Rutherfpru wouia nave 



about .t’^0,000 worth of bills and inquired if Rutiierford 
ever received any money from Harry Wachtel's office, 
Rutherford stated they had received nothlnc and that 
he knew Wachtel received a check at his office for 

He questioned why Abernathy had the check sent 

there. 


committee ran an ad in which they asked for funds for the 
Martin T.uther King Memorial Foundation and the address was 
V/achtel's office. Tliey said there is about $30,000 net in 
Waclitel's office from this ad. 


Me Cloud (plionetic) from whom the New York Office of the 
SCLC had received a letter stating that the SCLC had 
endorsed the sale of a portrait of Martin Luther King as . 

a fund raising method and describing He Cloud as the National/,-/ 
Fund Raising Director, Rutherford described Me Cloud as a 
youiig man loaned to the SCLC for three months by one Gay 
A/ilmore (phonetic) of the Fresbyterian Church and who^ollows 
rich v/hite Presbyterian Church members. He added that Me Clou 
was in Atlanta working out of Ralph's (Abernathy’s) old office 
Levison recommended that the portrait sale be stopped. 


not be delayed. He Indicated that after the initial response 
to King's death, in the way of contributions, is over he does 
not knovj where the money Is going to come from to support the 
SCLC. He warned that it could be a dying gasp if the 
opportunity is not seized to raise membership.. 


Vice President of tact^d tne ^ 

Field Foundation which, he said, had "earmarked some 
$?75iOOO". He said it has been one month since they offered 
t'ne money and Young has not even called them. He stated that 
there is no point in going to other foundations tintil this is 
done. He then asked how this inaction must make the SCLC 
look in the foundation field. He said there is no organizatio 
in Atlanta taking care of these things and that Young has no 
business being in Marks, Mi ssis si ppi if he has not handled 
the Field Foundation contact. He continued to criticize the 
SCI^ stating that, at the moment, the organization is too 
flimsy, its biggest pillar (King) is gone, and that there ls„ 
no organization with Its leaders "running all over the place , 


Levison told Rutherford that an inter-religious 


Levison brought up the matter of a person named 


Levison also urged that the SCLC membership drive 


levison 
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Southern Christian Tieadershlp Conference (SCLC) 



Tliey asreed that Rutherford, Yoijuig, Abernathy and Levi son must 
sit down and discuss this problem. 


Levi son also stated that he believes that If they 
take a touch approach with the labor unions and ask for a 
half million dollars they will get it. 


levison mentioned that he is going to put out a new 
fund appeal (letter). He said the reason they have done so well 
is that they have a good list, the list they used being that 
of the American Civil Liberties Union which he described as a 
middle-class suburban list. He noted that they (SCLC) have 
used up about 65 ^ of their best list and the same results 
cannot be expected. 


Levison returned to a criticism of the SCLC stating 
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t ... . 


tnau tncy ao not nave a staii tnat tney just have "gypsies,” 
He said they should be given a Job to do and, if they fall, 
fire them. He said they have neither discipline nor people 
who take orders and carry them out. He recalled that King 
realized, before his death, that the SCLC had no staff and 
was deeply concerned about it. He urged that Abernathy stop 
making speeches and 'fetart knocking heads together", Rutherford 
noted that Abernathy is concerned and has given him Instruction 
to organize the SCLC office along militai^ lines. Levison 
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all the way to the top. He added that as regards the 
Washington operation (PPG), there has to be a top staff to 
run it, that there is enough money but no organization. 



They agreed that Rutherford would contact Abernathy 
and Young about the proposed meeting and Levison said he 
would go to the meeting whenever it Is set up. 


The source leamed on May 5# 1968, that, on that date, 
Pialph Abernathy and Stanley Levison discussed the PPG with 
Abernathy expressing his pleasure with the way it has begun, 
levison brought up the matter of a membership drive for the 
SCIX3 and asked if the Board (SCLC) had approved this idea. 
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time for the membership drive because they will need support 
later on. 
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- Abernathy requested I^vlson to prepare a 30 minute f -7 
speech for him on the PPC and its effect upon American society# - 
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Negroes. Levi son agreed and also agreed to prepare a speech | 
for Abernathy to use at Alabama State College cornmencenfent. ' 
on nay 3 I, 1968. \ / 

Later on the same date, according to the source. 

Bill Rutherford requested Levison's wife to tell Levison 

that he had talked with Abernathy, Young and Chaunaey 

(Eslcridge SCLC representative in Chicago) and that ^hey 
agreed thev should hold a meetlnor in Atlantia on Warinasdav. 
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A characterization of the National Lawyers 
Guild is attached hereto, a 
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NATIONAL LAV/YERS GUILD 


ArrENDIX 


Izatlons and 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 
19ul, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent- 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following 
concerning the National Lawyers Guild: 


"National lav/yers Guild 

"1 . Cited as a Communist front, 

(special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, 

March 29, 19ij/i, p. 1^9.) 


"2, Cited as a Communist front v/hlch 'is 
the foremost legal bulv/ark of the 
Communist Party, Its front organizations, 
and controlled unions’ and which ’since 
its inception has never failed to rally * 

to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.’ 

(Committee on Un-American Activities, 

House Report 3123 on the National — - 

Lawyers Guild, September 21, I 95 O, 
originally related September I 7 , 1950 .) 


II 


3. 


’To defend the cases of Communist 
lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party itself. 
Among these organizations are the * * « 
National Lawyers Guild; When the 
Communist Party itno]f In under flro 
IhcMc ori'<!r a bulwark of protection.* 
(infcenial Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook' 
for Americans, S, Doc. 117,- April 23 , 

1956 , p. 91 .)* 
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Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCjX) 
Racial Matters — - . ^ 



A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, learned on June 2, I968, that, on that 
date. Bill Rutherford, Executive Director, SCLC, and Stanley 
Levi son discussed the Poor People's Campaign (PPC) and its 
lack of militancy. Levison questioned whether the SCLC intends 
to hold any militant demonstrations and Rutherford explained 
that they have been spending more time trying to cope with the 
problems of operating the SCLC 's Resurrection City in Washington, 
D.C. than dealing with actions . 


Rutherford stated that, in this connection, they held 
a couple of stiff sessions the previous week at which Jesse Jackson, 
SCLC Staff Member and then Head of Resurrection City, was 
severely attacked by the entire SCLC staff, Rutherford was 
critical of Jackson for putting himself in the position of leading 
the action in Washington and for taking actions without consulting 
with the SCLC leadership. He added that Jackson is not an 
administrator although he has great appeal and is an attractive 
speaker. He also said that he was in agreement that they were 
not in Washington for a picnic and should get on with some action. 

He said it has been decided ^appoint an action committee to 
formulate some action plans 


Levison agreed with this because the entire operation 
in Washington could turn into running Resurrection City and holding 
one mass demonstration on June 19, 1968, He was critical of 
the choice of June 19 for the mass demonstration in support of 
the PPC because it is in the middle of the week, when adults 
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cannot participate. He described the selection of this date 
as Insane and advocated changing it to a Saturday. 


Rutherford explained that the 19th was chosen because 
the SCLC permit for Resurrection City was to expire on June l6th 
and calling the mass demonstration in the middle of the week 
coincides with the closing of schools. He said this would 
result in increasing student participation.^ 


However, Levlson continued to criticize the chdlce 
of June 19th and the way in which the PPC has been handled. He 
said the PPC began with everything in its favor but that all the 
credit and faith it had received has been dissipated. He claimed, 
despite protestations by Rutherford, that the PPC thus far has 
achieved no victories that mean anything to the public. He said 
that the purposes for going to Washington have not been carried out 
because this was supposed to have reached a new level of militancy 
that has never been reached before by a mass of people, and it 
has not. ^ 

Levlson continued that thus far there has not been 
adequate leadership. He stated that he has the impression that 
no one wants to go to Jail any more, that he sees militant 
statements by Ralph Abernathy, Head of the SCLC, none of which are 
carried out. He described this as bombast by a new leader and 
said Abernathj^hould be the first one in Jail after all the speeches 
he has made. ^ 

Rutherford maintained that the SCLC is the only ' 
organization around today with any base of support with the public. 

He said they have an action committee in Washington, D.C. that 
has planned several demonstrations for the coming week which 
will Include jail-ins and confrontations that will have to get 
some kind of response. He said this will make June 19th a 
success, if anything will. Levlson agreed stating that nobody 
will come without it. , fj 

According to the source, Levlson and Rutherford also 
discussed how James Bevel, SCLC Staff Member , stands with 
respect to Jesse Jackson. Rutherford claimed that Jesse Jackson is 
Bevel's disciple and mouths many of Bevel's ideas , 

The source also learned that Levlson plans to attend | 
an SCLC meeting in Washington, D.C. on June 4, I968, which if 
Coretta King, widow of Martin Luther King Jr., will attend.^/ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 
June 5 , 1968 


SE^feT l .cwHfer/iL 


Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
Racial Matters 


A confidential source, -who has furnished reliable ' 
information In the past, learned on June 3 » 1968^ that on 
that date, Stanley Levlson and Harry Belafonte discussed Bayard 
Rustin' s statement crystalizlng the demands on Congress and 
the Administration of the Poor Fecple's Campaign (PPC) issued 
by Rustin on June 2 , I968, as a "Call to Americans of Good 
Will , which is a call for support of the Solidarity Day march 
of the campaign, June I9, i960, Levlson was critical of 
Rustin 's program describing it as less than what the President's 
Commission on Civil Disorders recommended. Levlson, according 
to the source, claimed that Rustin has eliminated civil 


disobedience and a guaranteed Income from the program originally 
presented and that it could be said that Rustin has swept 

m m a. ^ ^ m ^ -t ^ ^ ^ 1 ^ 

U.A.1 A o ntj Dai.u na» UFUs>nea 

aside Ralph Abernathy, SCLC President, with Abernathy's consent.^ 


Belafonte stated that he Is going to take a firmer position, 
may have to tell Abernathy he cannot support him and may resign 
from the SCLC Board. Levlson said he is going to tell Abernathy 
that he is changing his relationship^ more distant one. ^ 
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Southern Christian Leadership Conference 


The source advised that later on the same date^ Le^rlspn 
expressed to Abernathy his displeasure of the change of program 
of the PPC announced by Rustln in his statement of demands that, 
appeared in ”The New York Times" of June 3> 1968. Abernathy 
claimed that he had not read this statement, that this must be 
what Rustin had sent him a telegram on, in which he said he had 
to go to press. Abernathy added that he thought Rustin was 
supposed to clear this with Andrew Young, Executive VicQ President 
of the SCLC.^ 

The source pointed out that Levison castigated Abernathy, 
stating that this is no way to run an organization end that 
the demands presented by Rustin are less than President Johnson’s 
commission requested, ’Levison said he does not know why someone 
had not raised the question, if Abernathy could not organize 
the June I9 march himself, why have it at all. He stated it 
was not necessary and asked why Abernathy had to call on Rustin, 
who has his own axe to grind, to do something that is unnecessary. 
He said that what is necessary is for the people who came to 
Washington, D.C. for the PPC to start acting and moving .jjj^ 

Abernathy maintained that the program Is not going^to be 
changed and that they may have to have an open clash. 

Levison stated that if there is an open clash and the 
original demands are adhered to, Abernathy cannot hold anything 
on June 19- He reiterated that the 19th was not vital, and 
said that it is what the people in Washington for the PPC were 
going to do, not what the white middle class going to Washington 
for the 19th might do, that Is important. 

Abernathy mentioned that the SCLC is going to have action 
and blamed set-backs it has suffered, where organization has 
been concerned, for lack of action. He added that he is upset 
over the demands presented by Rustin in his statement which he 
claimed to know nothing about. 






Levison stated that Rustln deleted the part about 
opposition to the war and watered down the demand on Jobs. 

He felt that It is a question of integrity. He advised 
Abernathy that people ere questioning why. If Rustin was 
brought in to conduct the June I 9 inarch, he is now head of 
everything and is issuing the program. He claimed that^this 
has thrown things into confusion end said that no one asked 
his opinion which should have been done. He noted that he had 
worked closely with Rustln before, was involved In the PPG, 
but was never asked to a meeting. He stated that it is 
incredible to him that. Rustin was brought In 


Abernathy blalraed Andrew Young for Rustin having been 
brought in to lead the June 19 mass march to Washington and 
claimed that Young did it in his absence. He agreed that 
Levison should have been consulted from the beginning and said 
it was understood that he, Abernathy, would make all policy 
statements. Re asked what Levison would recommend, and said 
that he knows that things are in a mess end hoped Levjjson 
would not abandon it. He asked Levison for counsel 


Levison felt he should not recommend anything at this 
point because he has no confidence that saying anything means 
anything. He said he did not feel he could give Abernathy 
counsel under the circumstances that exist. He added that 
there is no organization and that he cannot operate under 
these conditions because where there Is no organization nothing 
can be done. He suggested that Abernathy call in other 
SCLC officials such as Joe Lowery and Ben Hooks to see what 
can be doncj^ 

Abernathy noted that a meeting of the Administrative 
Committee had been called for Friday, June 7 , 19^8, and wanted 
Levison to attend. Levison stated he would have to consider 
it because he does not want to take responsibility for something 
he feels cannot be done or to suggest solutions when he does 
not know what happened or what went wrong | 
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Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) ^|^^IIML 

Subsequently, the source ascertained that Levison advised 
Harry Wachtel that he had spoken to Coretta King, widow of 

4 ^ xr4 w#w ^ ^ ^V«a4- 4>Va C/”^ Vine 4- 

FlCll'OJLli JjUtillCX XVXU^^ Ollii IICX *fA*^ 

what the people who went to Washington for the PPC went for. 

He said he told her that she does not have the capacity to 
solve the problems, that he does not believe she should go 
Into the leadership but if she does he will not go with her. 
Levison mentioned that there is a complete lack of integrity, 
that if they are not shaken up now nothing but evil will 
happen. He noted that Andrew Toung does not want leadership 
preferring to be in the second level of leadership but that 
Coretta King wants the top leadership. He added that both * 
Abernathy and Coretta King are Inadequate 


The source also advised that Levison and Wachtel discussed 
an SCLC meeting to be held in Washington, D.C. and they agreed 
to meet at the Willard note! in Washington, D.C., on the evening 
of June 4 , 1968. ^ 

The source learned on June 4 , I968, that on that date, 
Levison and Andrew Young discussed the SCLC meeting to be held 
in Washington, D.C. Levison mentioned that the meeting time 
had been changed because Coretta King was going to a union 
convention in Miami. He was critical of Coretta accepting this 
Invitation because he had advised against it.^ 

According to Young, a Jesse Epps, who is unknown to the 
source, told him that six or seven international presidents 
were going to Washington for the meeting the night of June 4 , 
1968, and wanted to talk to Abernathy about organizing; also 
that one Jerry Worth, whom the source could not identify, is 
trying to put together a group of unions that would make a 
commitment which would produce between a quarter of a million 
and a half million dollars annually for the SCLC^^ 

Levison felt that if this Is true then everybody should 
attend the meeting and not be concerned with Miami. Sr 
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Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 

Toung explained that he felt Abernathy should attend 
but vas not anxious to have Coretta King In on the negotiations 
with the International presidents. He said that he had 
suggested Wednesday, June 5» as a better day for the meeting, 
young also mentioned that Epps said that with respect to the 
SCLC going into a membership campaign that they want to try 
to guarantee that a good percent rage of their membership would 
become SCLC members and that they are willing to push a« 
membership drive but want Abernathy to be present. a- 

Levlson said he saw no objection for not going along 
with the meeting or going along with Epps SCLC membership 
proposal, 




Young brought up the matter of Bayard Rustin' s statement 
and said that Rustln wanted him to approve It. Young stated 
that he would not approve It wouthout a group ^alyzlng It. 

He said he did not know why Rustln issued it.i 


Levlson attacked Rustin’ s statement stating he has never 
seen anything as insulting. He said that the PPC effort In 
Washington Is being sabotaged by the SCLC people In Washington, 
Including Young, by actions such as bringirig Rustln In to run 
the June 19 march. He told Young the SCLC was playing house 
with Resurrection City, that It had been said at the outset 
that not much of a city would be needed because once the action 
began and people went to Jail they would be fed there. He 
said there has not been any campaign and for Rustln to come 
In as he has, compounds all the confusion about leadership^j 

Levlson brought up the fact that Coretta King wants to 
be on the SCLC Administrative Committee, He said he told her 
that the problems are too deep for her to think she can solve 
them, that she had underestimated the gravity of the problems 
and overestimated herself. He noted that Coretta Is not sure 
whether she can work on the book she had planned for July 
because she felt she had to be In Resurrection City and that 
she has been told she has a duty to the movement. He said he 
told her that the book represents financial security end warned 
her against people trying to use her, Levlson added that he | 
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Southern Christian Leadership Conference 



believes that Coretta's conceit is such that she could not 
be afraid of doing the book. He said she resents the fact 
that they have set up a situation in which she can be financially 
independent but has to put out effort for it. He said she 
resents the money coming into the SCLC and thinks the movement 
owes her a living.^ 


Levlson and Young agreed to meet at the Pitt Motel 'in 



A characterization of the National Lawyers 
Guild is attached hereto. 
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The YCL has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 


In "The Saturday Evening Post", Issue of 

July 11 - 18 , 1964, page 76, Bayard Rust in 
Is the subject of a feature article 
captioned: "The Lone Wolf of Civil Rights." 
In it, Rustin is said to have come to 
New York In 1938, as an organizer for the 
Young Comaunlst League (YCL), and as such, 
he had the Job of recruiting students for 
the "Party* . Furthermore, the article 
reports that during his first years in 
New York, Rustin j?ave most of his earn 
to the "Party", Be reportedly left th 
"Party" in 1941, the article states. 
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Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SC 


The ”Daily Worker", February 11, 1957, page 1, 
column 2, reported that Bayard Rust In, Executive 
Secretary, War Resisters League, was an observer 
at the l6th Rational Convention of the CPUSA, 
held in New York City, on February 9-H, 1957. 

The "Dally Worker" was an East Ccast Communist 
publication until it ceased publication on 
January 13, 1958. 
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NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 


APPENDIX 
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m 

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations ana _ . 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 
I 9 SI, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent- 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following 
concerning the National Lawyers Guild: 

"National Lawyers Guild 

"1, Cited as' a Communist front. 

(Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, 

March 29, 1944, p. 149 .) 




•to 
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the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party, its front organizations, 
and controlled unions* and which 'since 
its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and Individual members thereof, 
'including knovm espionage agents.' 
(Committee on Un-American Activities, 






"3. 
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Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950, 
originally related September 17 , 19?0.) 

'To defend the cases of Communist 
lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party Itself, 
AuiOng these orgenisatlons are the * * ** 
National Lawyers Guild. When the 
Communist Party Itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.* 
(internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook 
for Americans, S, Doc. 11?^ April 23 j 

1956. p. 91.)*' 
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New York €lty» was not approved by the AG, The nlsur was 
Installed on March 16, 1962, (serial 146) and was discontinued 
on August 16, 1962, (serial 169). 
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New York City, was approved the AG on March 12, 1962, h?b 
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discussed . ®L 
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For the info of LA, In the conversation between 
VIC (LUEWIG) and STANLEY LEVISON, LEVISON mentioned the 
Freedom and Peace Party in NY, In obvious reference to • 
the Peace end Freedom Party in California, VIC stated that' 
here it’s a kooky outfit. ' He said also that he thinks 
the two top guys in it are CIA agents. He then named 
PAUL JACOBS (ph) when he said is running for State Senator 
and MIKE HANNON (p’l) v/hom he descried as a former police- 
man running for District Attorneyfjn 
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A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
Information in the past, learned on June 9, 196§, that on that 

tudwlg of Los 
Id Stanley 


date a Vic « whom the source believed was Victor 
Angeles, a former associate of Stanley LeVlson, 
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leaving town (Los Angeles) to go to JTew Y6rk. According to the 
source, Ludwig described Albert as being with a Congressional 
Advisory Committee for ’’dove” Congressmen and Senators, as 
having a close relationship with a half dozen Senators, and as 
being very close to (Wayne) Morse and (Ernest) Oruennl^. He also 
described Albert as being creative, as having no mass base, and p 
as being undependable at times because he occassionally does nOt 
follow through on commitments. Jj ^ 


Ludwig described Marge Albert as probably the best 
person they have for writing fund raising letters and as a terrific 
organizer. He said he was going to give Levlson's name to Albert 
and tell him to contact Levison when he gets to New York. Ludwig 
estimated this would be within a couple of weeks .Jp 
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Stanley Levlson 


Lcvlfeon told Ludwig that he wants very much to meet 
Albert and .hen brought up thesubject of the Poor People's 
Campaign nponcorc-d by the Southern Christian I-eadership 

Conference {CT:.; '. .'.raison noted that there are a lot of 
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to uae Bayard Ru:tln as the coordinator of the PPC's solidarity 
day, June 19 , I968. He said that Rustin tried to use this and, 
in trying to stop him, the whole thing blew up. 

Levison alluded to Rustin having changed and said it 
was a process that extended over several years. He noted that he 
always, had reservations about Rustin but that no one could expect 
a person to change so completely. He related that the situation 
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said Rustin moved in and became the representative for all the 
trade union hierarchy, the Jewish organisation leaders and the 
persons who were looking for a Negro like Rustin. Levison 
commented, that with the death of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
he believes Rustin felt he could ttierge as the top man and that 
Rus tin's taking over as coordinator of the solidarity day march 
was a bid for it. Levison stated that it was turned back but 
was injurious to the PPC which was faltering under the weaknesses 

Levison noted that the SCLC is going through what had 
to be expected, which is whether the SCLC can survive without 
Martin Luther King, Jr. He continued that, now, everyone realizes 
not only how important King was but also that he was a good 
organizer and could keep the SCLC staff moving, which neither 
Abernathy not Andrew Young, SCLC Executive Vice President, is able 
to do. 

Ludwig brought up the matter of politics and said he, 
personally, was just about finished working within any fringe '• 
of the Democratic Party. He explained that he would work for an 
occasional candidate and that new coalitions have to develop 
between new groupings. 

Levison noted that there Is nothing InNew York to 
fit this description because the only things outside the Democratic 
Psrty SlTO bo isoXst^d fcKev r^ofe n t^Tlni^lTsAl i 

force. 


S B 

- 2 - 








m 




-r*T 


^ • v;.« 



I 


f 


Stanley Levis on 



# 


Ludwig ccmmer.ted that he was referring to the fact 
that the minority community Is totally disaffected from the 
Establlshm^^nt . He mentioned the Brown Berets^ whiehhe described 
as Mexican -Arne. . canc who are starting to develop a iillltant 
wing. He said t.iat about a dozen of these Brown Berets had been 
charged with a misdem:^anor that was raised to a conspiracy charge 
making it a felony resulting in bail of $12,000.00 for each one. 
He claimed that they were able to get the bail reduced to $230.00 
in some cases and nothing in others. Ludwig was of the opinion 
that the basis of a real coalition is developing between them and 
the Browns and blacks. He continued that these people (the Brown 
Berets) are not going to work within the Democratic Party but 
want new circles of activity. 



Levison related that the difficulty in Mew York la that 
these elements are difficult to work with. Be said they are not 
really politically oriented and that the only group in Hew York 
of Ludwig's description is the Freedom and Peace Party. 

Ludwig spoke unfavorably of a similar organization 
In California and Claimed that the two top men in the organization 
there are violent red-baiters. 

Levison felt the Freedom end Peace Party in New York 
was much better and, as to its leadership, said that it was the 
opposite to California. Re noted that one of the principal leaders 
was the campaign manager for (Herbert) Aptheker. 


Ludwig felt that eventually they would have to discuss 
this matter on a national basis. He suggested an exchange of 
opinions with the Alberts and Levison agreed, Levison said he 
would get an account from them and would give them an account 
of what was happening in Hew York. 


Stanley Levison 






